VISUAL ART LESSON PLAN

ART TRANSFORMATIONS:
DESIGN WITH A 2” SQUARE
Grade Level: 4th
Prepared By: Alisa Petersen

Fine Arts Standards

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

SHAPE: Combine geometric shapes
SHAPE: apply tessellation principles in making designs
LINE: create line variety
LINE: use geometric and organic lines
DESIGN: make patterns
DESIGN: alternate repetitive designs
COLOR: use a color scheme

Curricular Standards

8. MATH: Visualize and identify shapes after applying
transformations

Learning Goals: The student will . . .

Curriculum Tie-In

Experience/Identify
1. Identify repeating elements in fabric or wallpaper
designs

1. Math—recognizing
patterns and
transformations

Investigate/Build Skills
1. Create line variety using pens and markers
2. Apply transformations to create repeating and
reflecting patterns
3. Combine geometric and organic lines to create
pattern
4. Select colors to create a color scheme

1. math

Introduction Procedures
1. Look at fabric or wallpaper samples with a repeating pattern. Ask students if they
can see where the patterns flip, rotate or slide.
2. Ask students to try to figure out how the artist created the pattern. Also see if they
can isolate the design’s simplest form.
Work Procedures (Teacher)
Creating, Exploration, Improvisation, Demonstration, Teacher Activities
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1. Using black pens and markers, have students make an abstract design with lines
and small shapes on a piece of 6” square paper. Discuss organic and geometric
lines. Fill the page well, with lots of kinds of lines (zigzags, curls, spirals, thick, thin,
etc.) Lines can cross and overlap. You could even encourage them to add their
names or vocabulary words into their designs.
2. Give your students a small piece of cardstock with a 2” window cut into it. This will
be a viewfinder. Have them hold the viewfinder over their design, moving it around
until they find a section that looks good to them. Have them trace around the
window and then cut the 2” square out.
3. Pass out the blank 2” squares. Each kid should have a total of 16 of them.
4. Stack a blank square over the original and trace the design onto the new one. Do
this again and again until you have 8 new 2” squares.
5. Next flip the original square over backwards and trace the design onto the back. This
will reverse the design.
6. Now have your students trace this reversed design onto 8 new squares.
7. Now give them the grid and ask them to use the 16 squares to create a new design.
They will have to flip, slide and rotate the original design to make an interesting
repeating, reflecting design.
8. Once the design is complete and all of the squares are glued to the grid, have your
students select 4 or 5 crayons or colored pencils to create a color scheme. Students
should keep the pattern in mind while coloring in their designs.
Closure Procedures

Assessment: Rubric or
Questions

Connect, Perceive and Assess
1. When the project is finished, have the students
trade with someone else in the room. Then go
square by square to see where they flipped,
rotated, or slid the design.

1. Did the student have good
craftsmanship in the
project?
2. Does the design reflect,
rotate and slide?
3. Can the student explain his
procedure to you or to
another student?

Instructor Reflection

Supplies and Resources

Suggestions:

1. blank white 2” squares of
paper (16 per student)
2. grids (1 per student)
3. black pens and markers
4. crayons or colored pencils
5. scissors
6. glue
7. viewfinders (6” cardboard
squares with 2” windows
cut into them)
8. 6” squares of white paper

What went well:
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What needs improvement:
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